AHMOS OEXXAAONIKHE

TeAETN anokaAunNTNPIWV TOU WvnuEiou
o€ avapvnon Tou nahaiou ERpaikol NekpoTageiou
MavenioTnuiounoAn, Kupiakn 9 NoguBpiou 2014

OuiAia MNavvn Mnoutapn, Anudpxou Gscoalovikng

>AMePA, BPIOKOPACTE OTO NPWNV VEKPOTAPEIO TWV ADIKOXAMEVWV OETTAAOVIKEWV
EBpaiwv ocupnoAITwv nou Ye anoudr nepioon EENATwoav ol apXeG TNG TOTE EMNOXNC.
2MePA, niong, eykaivialoupe auTo TO PVNUEIO Nou ATav ano Kaipo oPeIAOHEVO.

KaAAio apyd napd note! OUTWG i GAWC N apyornopia Twv 72 Xpovwv OV OnUaivel
OTI €AV TO PVNUEIO €iXe yivel To 45 1} onoTe AAOTE N anwAeid, n Ppikn kal To NEvOog
Ba ATav piIkpoTEPA.

Mepol Tov MapTio €Aeya o€ opiAia pou oTo FaAAIkd IvoTIToUTO: «n avapvnon Tng
€EOVTWONG, TO NEVOOC yia Toug Xapévoug ERpaiouc pag unevBupidel eniong S1apkwe
OTI N evouvaiodnon pag kavel e€iocou avlpwnouc. Aev JNOPOUKE NOTE va PNOUKE OTN
B€on Tou dAA\ou, Tou EBpaiou oupnoAiTn pac. AAG av Béhoupe va AeyopaoTe
avBpwnol a&ifel TouAaxioTov va npoonabnooupe va pavtacToUpe Tov NOvo kai Tnv
oduvn Tou.

Av Aoinov yia €uacg, Toug Osooalovikeic pun ERpaioug, sival TeNika aduvarto va
@avtacToUpe Tov novo Twv dikwv Hag ERpaiwv, iowg exel €pBel enimeAoUG n OTIYMA
va wehiooupe OTI kal yia Toug EBpaioug oupnoAiTeg pag eival nAéov aduvarto va
(avTacTouv TNV vTponn pac. H noAn tng ®sooalovikng apynoe adikaloAdynTa noAu
va ondaoel TN olwnn TNG Kal va apyiosl va pvnuoveuel Tnv nmio {oQepn OTIYHN TNG
I0TOPIAG TNG. ZAHEPA OPWG KMOpPEi va AEel OTI VIPENETAI yIa AuTn TNV adikn Kal €voxn
olwnn. NTpéneTalr yia o0ooug doailoyoug Oe00alovIKEIG ouvepydoTnkav HE TOUG
KATAKTNTEC, YiIa OOOUC YEITOVEG KATaxPAoTNKav MEPIOUTIEC, Yia OooUC npodwoav
€KEivOUG nou npoondbnoav va diapuyouv. Kupiwg, VTPENETAl yia TIC APXEC TNG
noANnG: yia To dnpapxo kai To Mevikd AloIkNTA Nou cupgwvnoav adiapaptupnTa va
KATAOTPEWPOUV Ol €pyaTec Tou Onpou ev Mia vukti 500 xpovia pvAung, kar va
METATPEWOUV TO HEYAAUTEPO €Bpaikd vekpoTageio TNG Eupwnng oe évav kpaviou
TOMo. NTpENETAl yiIa TOV €(POPO TNG APXAIOAOYIKNG UNNPETIag nou «e&enAayn» otav

To 1946 n €Bpaikry KoIvOTNTA dlIAUAPTUPABNKE yia TN XPRoN TwV eMTUPBIWV NAGKWV
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WG 0IKOOOMIKOU UAIKOU yia Tnv avolkodounon Tou vaou Tou Ayiou AnunTpiou. Kai
VTPENETAl YIO €KEIVOUC TOUC MPUTAVEIC NMOU META Tov MOAEPO ExTioav Tnv
navenoTnuiounoAn dinAa kai Navw OTa KATEOTPAUMEVA PVAMATA XWPIC va OTHOOUV
Mia avadnuaTikn nAAka. Aev €xel vonua va anoAoyoUaoTe €UEIC ONUEPA yia TIG
npd&eic Toug —n euBUvVN oUTE GUAAOYIKN gival oUTe kal petaBiBaleTal. Avayvwpiloupe
WOTO00 OTI O Beopoi Mou ekNpoownoUPe (aAAG Kal anodexOpaoTeE va HAG
eknpoownouv), dev yevvnonkav XTeG. ‘Exouv ano niow Toug Wia 1oTopia, €ival Qopeic
MVAKNG ME OUVEXEI OTO XPOVO.

Avayvwpiloupe dnAadn oTI n anwAela Twv 56.000 ERpaiwv OooaloviKEwY gival
anwAegia yia 6\oug pac —Xpiotiavoug, EBpaiouc kai MouoouApdvoug, aBeouc Kal
ayvwoTikioTéC. Eival anwAeia yia ekeivouc nou £(noav aAAd Kai yia OAOUG EKEIVOUC
nou Ba {roouv €dw PeTd and epdac. To OAokauTwpa dev oPpdayios HOVO TO NApEABOV
TNG NOANG MAG, aAAd €Kave KATI XEIPOTEPO: TNG EKAEWE TO HEAAOV. MoI0G apPIBAAAEI
OTI JiIa ©gooalovikn PNTEpa-naTpida piag avBouoac Kal KOOMOMOAITIKNG €Rpaikng
KolvoTnTag 6a ATav pia aAAn noAn;

Ensidn Aoindv n anwAeia givar TeAikd dIkf Hag, n PvAun Tou OAoKaAuTWHATOC eV
apopda Povo TNV Ppaikn KoIvOTNTA aAAG OAOUC €Udac. Mac apopd wG Oe00aloOVIKEIC,
w¢ 'EAnveG kal Eupwnaiouc. AnokaBioTa Toug deopoUC Jag JE TNV NOAN Kal CUMBAAE
oTnv avlpwnid pac».

Me Tnv évvoia auTr XalpeTi(OUPE ONPEPA TNV anogaon TwV MNPonyoUHEVWY

NpUTAVIKWV apXwv va dwaoel Tnv adela va Yivel To PVNUEIo auTo.
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MUNICIPALITY OF THESSALONIKI

Ceremony for the unveiling of the monument
in memory of the old Jewish Cemetery

University grounds, Sunday, November 9, 2014

Speech of Yiannis Boutaris, Mayor of Thessaloniki

We are gathered here today at the site of the former cemetery of the
exterminated fellow Jewish Thessalonians, so hastily uprooted by the authorities of
that time. Today we are also inaugurating this long due monument.

Better late than never. The 72 year delay does not mean that if this monument
had been erected in 1945 or anytime later, the loss, the horror and the bereavement
would have been less felt.

Last March, in a speech at the French Institute, I said: “the memory of the
extermination, the mourning for the lost Jews, also reminds us continuously that
empathy makes us human beings.” We can never perceive the state of the other, of
our Jewish fellow citizen. But if we wish to be called human beings it is worthwhile
to try to imagine his pain and sorrow.

Therefore, if we non-Jewish Thessalonians, cannot fathom the depth of the pain
of our own Jews, perhaps the moment has come for us to stammer that our Jewish
fellow citizens cannot imagine our shame. The city of Thessaloniki has been
unreasonably late to break its silence and start referring to the darkest moments of
its history. Yet today, it can say that it is ashamed of this unjust and guilty silence.
The city is ashamed of those Thessalonians who collaborated with the conqueror, of
those neighbors who embezzled properties, of those who betrayed the ones that
tried to escape. Above all, the city is ashamed of its authorities at that time: of its
Mayor and its Civil Administration Director who accepted without argument for the
municipal workers to destroy overnight 500 years of memory, and reduce the biggest
Jewish cemetery of Europe to waste land. The city is ashamed of the Archeological
Department curator who was “surprised’ at the complaint filed by the Jewish

Community in 1945 for the use of the tombstones as building material for the

AHMAPXEIO: BAS. FTEQPIIOY A' 1, 54640 OEZSAAONIKH — THA. 2313317907 — FAX: 2313317920
mayor@thessaloniki.gr



mailto:mayor@thessaloniki.gr

restoration of the Saint Demetrius church. And the city is ashamed of those rectors
of the university who chose to build the university grounds next to and over the
destroyed tombs without even erecting a memorial. It is no use for us to apologize
today for their actions - responsibility is not collective nor can it be transferred to
others. We acknowledge though that the institutions we represent (but that we also
accept to be represented by them), were not born yesterday. They have their own
history, they are bearers of memory with continuity over time.

We acknowledge the fact that the loss of 56.000 Jewish Thessalonians is a loss
for all of us - Christians, Jews and Muslims, atheists and agnostics. It is a loss for
those who lived but also for those who will live here after us. The Holocaust sealed
not only the past of our city but it did something worse: it stole its future. Who can
doubt that Thessaloniki, mother-fatherland of a thriving and cosmopolitan Jewish
community, would have been a different city?

Since ultimately the loss is ours, the Holocaust memory does not concern only
the Jewish community but all of us. It concerns us as Thessalonians, as Greeks and
as Europeans. It restores our bonds with the city and contributes to our humanity.

In this sense we salute today the decision of previous University authorities to

give permission to erect this monument.
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